Dear Professor Dr Yörük,
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As Secretary General of the European University Association and on behalf of Professor Dr Rolf Tarrach, our President, we have read with great concern your letter explaining the severe problems faced by one of your young doctoral students. 
We understand very well your concerns that would seem to reflect the impact of recent political developments on academic cooperation and exchange. 
Within the Bologna Process several parties have, in fact, indicated their concerns as to how these developments will affect higher education. It appears that from a Russian perspective university exchanges and cooperation are being put on hold. 
As the European University association we share your concerns and your outrage. In response we can only try to continue to promote further the importance of dialogue, collaboration and exchange, which we try to do in our recent campaign entitled "Universities for an Open World". Moreover, following this year's Bologna Ministerial meeting the Bologna Ministers underlined in the Communiqué the importance of continued mobility and university exchanges as the only way to combat the many challenges we face, be they be linked to unemployment or growing conflict, extremism, or radicalisation. As EUA it is our objective to further these goals in our different policies and university-to-university activities."

With our best regards

Rolf Tarrach 								Lesley Wilson
President 								Secretary General
